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PROPOSED  CONGRESSIONAL  AGENDA:  1968 


The  90th  Congress  has  returned  after  a  bare  month’s 
recess  to  face  much  business  left  uncompleted  in  the 
First  Session.  Discussion  and  action  on  the  major 
issues — the  Vietnam  war  and  civil  disturbances  and 
poverty  at  home — will  probably  be  adversely  affected 
by  election  “fever”  and  widespread  fear  of  a  large  de¬ 
ficit  in  the  Federal  budget.  This  fear  is  shared  by  the 
President  who  wants  to  hold  the  fiscal  1969  Budget 
to  last  year’s  level,  with  a  “few  exceptions.”  The  ex¬ 
ceptions  do  not  adequately  cover  rising  social  needs  at 
home  and  abroad.  They  include  another  $4.2  billion 
for  military  spending  and  interest  on  the  public  debt; 
$4.9  billion  for  payments  to  Social  Security  benefi¬ 
ciaries,  veterans  and  others;  $1.6  billion  for  military 
and  civilian  pay  raises;  and  lesser  increases  for  man¬ 
power  training  and  Model  Cities.  According  to  Wash¬ 
ington  Post  writer,  Hobart  Rowen,  if  the  new  budget 
doesn’t  “mark  the  final  demise  of  the  Great  Society, 
it  registers  a  sharp  deceleration  in  its  progress.” 

Yet,  despite  this  lack  of  enthusiasm  for  facing  up  to  the 
Nation’s  problems,  Washington  officials  will  be  un¬ 
usually  attentive  to  the  views  of  constituents  in  this 
election  year.  Therefore,  it  is  especially  important  to 
make  your  position  on  crucial  issues  known  to  your 
Representative  and  Senators. 


•  Refuse  to  appropriate  any  more  funds  to  carry  on 
the  conflict.  According  to  the  President,  the  war  is 
costing  $25  billion  a  year — or  more  than  $75  bil¬ 
lion  for  the  four  fiscal  years  ending  in  June  1969. 
Others  estimate  the  cost  at  a  much  higher  level. 

•  Oppose  the  10%  surcharge  on  income  taxes  which 
the  President  has  requested  to  help  finance  the  war. 

•  Work  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  the  Vietnamese 
people  by  opposing  the  use  of  defoliants,  napalm, 
and  anti-personnel  weapons.  Greater^ efforts  must 
be  made  to  care  for  the  thousands  of  civilian 
wounded  and  millions  of  refugees. 

•  Help  clarify  the  issues  and  educate  the  public  by 
holding  more  hearings  on  the  effect  of  the  war  on 
Vietnam  and  on  Southeast  Asia  as  a  whole. 

•  Strengthen  and  pass  S.Res.  187  forbidding  the  use 
of  U.S.  troops  abroad  without  Congressional  con¬ 
sent.  In  reporting  this  resolution  last  November,  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  pointed  out 
that  the  power  to  commit  the  country  to  war  passed 
from  Congress  to  the  President  after  World  War 
11.  According  to  the  Committee,  the  “American 
people  will  be  threatened  with  tyranny  or  disaster” 
unless  the  balance  of  power  is  restored.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  S.Res.  187  as  presently  written  does  not 
cover  existing  treaties  or  commitments.  The  Senate 
should  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  resolution  to  cover 
present  military  commitments  such  as  Vietnam. 


The  Expanding  Sontheast  Asian  War 

Congress  must  press  harder  for  an  end  to  the  Vietnam 
war  before  the  conflict  spreads  throughout  Asia.  The 
dangers  of  a  larger  war  are  inherent  in  the  Pueblo 
incident,  the  increased  fighting  in  Laos,  the  growing 
pressure  to  violate  Cambodia’s  borders,  and  the  con¬ 
tinued  bombing  “minutes”  from  China.  Congress 
should ; 

•  Call  upon  the  President  to  stop  the  bombing  of 
North  Vietnam,  thus  challenging  Hanoi  to  abide 
by  its  promise  to  negotiate  after  the  bombing  is 
ended. 

•  Encourage  the  Administration  to  implement  S.Res. 
180,  passed  last  November,  which  called  for  sub¬ 
mission  of  the  Vietnam  crisis  to  the  UN.  The 
sincerity  of  the  desire  for  UN  aid  can  best  be  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  ending  the  bombing  of  North  Vietnam 
and  recognizing  the  Viet  Cong  as  a  major  party  in 
the  dispute. 


^  U.S.-UN  Relations 

Over  the  past  several  years,  the  United  States  has 
handicapped  development  of  the  international  com¬ 
munity  by  unilateral  military  actions  and  an  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  give  adequate  support  to  UN  peacekeeping  and 
economic  development  programs.  Last  year  Congress 
slashed  million  from  the  proposed  $141  million 
contribution  to  UN  aid  and  relief  activities.  In  the 
Second  Session,  Congress  should  help  strengthen  the 
UN  and  its  Specialized  Agencies  by: 

•  Increasing  U.S.  contributions  to  UN  aid  programs. 

•  Channeling  a  larger  share  of  U.S.  development  aid 
through  UN  agencies. 
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•  Giving  enthusiastic  support  to  the  International  De¬ 
velopment  Association  which  makes  long  term  low 
interest  rate  loans  to  poor  countries.  The  18  con¬ 
tributing  nations  have  been  trying  for  two  years  to 
negotiate  a  new  agreement  to  keep  the  agency  going. 
The  proposed  U.S.  contribution  is  set  at  40%  of 
the  total  or  $160,000,000  per  year  over  the  next 
three  years. 

•  Providing  greater  support  for  the  World  Food 
Program. 

•  Celebrating  Human  Rights  Year  by  agreeing  to  U.S. 
ratification  of  five  UN  Human  Rights  Conventions 
concerned  with  the  political  rights  of  women,  forced 
labor,  genocide,  freedom  of  association  and  dis¬ 
crimination  in  employment.  These  Conventions 
have  been  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  for  a  number  of  years. 

•  Supporting  negotiation  of  a  treaty  to  reserve  deep 
sea  resources  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind. 

Aid  and  Trade  with  Underdeveloped  World 

Congress  should  rise  above  the  President  s  request  for 
a  “prudent”  and  inadequate  foreign  assistance  pro¬ 
gram.  It  should  help  alleviate  human  suffering  and 
flagging  economies  of  underdeveloped  nations  by  ex¬ 
panding  aid,  food,  and  trade  activities.  These  should 
be  coordinated  to  give  immediate  economic  relief  as 
well  as  to  stimulate  trade  v,  i;h  the  underdeveloped 
world. 

With  regard  to  food  for  peace,  Congress  should  re¬ 
new  and  expand  the  1966  Act,  which  is  due  to  expire 
December  31.  It  should: 

•  Urge  expenditure  of  the  full  $2.5  billion  authoriza¬ 
tion  for  calendar  1968,  rather  than  the  52-53% 
now  being  spent. 

•  Provide  adequate  funding  for  subsequent  years. 

•  Modify  the  language  of  the  law  which  calls  for 
elimination  of  most  local  currency  sales  within  five 
years. 

•  Strike  the  language  which  reduced  the  loan  repay¬ 
ment  period  from  40  to  20  years. 

•  Make  food  available  according  to  need  rather  than 
on  an  ideological  basis. 

In  the  area  of  economic  aid.  Congress  should: 

•  Expand  bilateral  economic  aid  programs  and  put  a 
larger  part  into  grant  assistance. 

•  Reduce  interest  rates  on  development  lending. 

•  Authorize  $200  million  in  U.S.  contributions  to  the 
special  funds  of  the  Asian  Development  Bank  (S. 
2479).  This  money  was  requested  last  year,  but 
Congress  has  been  hesitant  to  take  action  on  the 
bill  because  the  money  would  be  used  for  “soft” 
loans. 

•  Extend  the  Trade  Expansion  Act  of  1962  and  open 
U.S.  markets  to  products  from  the  underdeveloped 
world.  The  Administration  plans  to  send  up  a  bill 
which  would  liberalize  criteria  for  determining 


“Pst  —  You  Think  There’s  Something  In  The  Wind?” 


which  U.S.  industries  have  been  “injured”  by  the 
inflow  of  foreign  goods  and  should  be  given  Federal 
assistance. 

All  End  to  the  Arms  Race 

Congress  will  have  several  opportunities  to  contribute 

to  dampening  down  of  the  arms  race  in  1968. 

•  The  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States  finally 
reached  agreement  on  a  draft  treaty  on  the  non¬ 
proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons  in  January.  The 
treaty  would  prevent  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons 
by  the  nuclear  powers  or  the  development  of  a 
nuclear  capacity  by  nonnuclear  countries.  The 
President  hopes  to  bring  the  treaty  to  the  Senate 
this  summer.  Ratification  would,  according  to 
Senator  John  Pastore,  R.I.,  be  “another  step  toward 
eliminating  the  likelihood  and  the  peril  of  a  nuclear 
or  thermonuclear  holocaust.” 

•  But  if  the  arms  race  is  to  be  dampened.  Congress 
must  call  for  a  reversal  of  the  September  1967  de¬ 
cision  to  deploy  an  ABM  system  and  refuse  to  ap¬ 
propriate  any  more  funds  to  install  ABMs.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  press  reports,  the  Administration  hopes  to 
spend  at  least  $1.1  billion  on  a  “thin”  ABM  system 
in  fiscal  ’69. 

•  Congressional  opposition  should  also  be  expressed 
to  any  decision  to  start  aiming  U.S.  missiles  at 
Soviet  cities  rather  than  missile  sites.  The  Wash- 
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ington  Post  reported,  January  16,  that  such  a  de¬ 
cision  had  been  reached  and  noted  that  “this  means 
a  new  era  in  the  balance  of  ,  terror  .  .  .  with  both 
[the  U.S,  and  U.S.S.R.]  holding  each  other’s  cities 
hostage.” 

•  The  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency  is  up 
for  extension  this  year.  It  should  be  put  on  a  per¬ 
manent  basis  and  Ranted  adequate  funds  and  suffi¬ 
cient  support  so  that  it  can  play  a  more  prophetic 
role. 

•  The  authority  under  which  the  President  called  up 
the  reserves  during  the  Pueblo  incident  should  be 
allowed  to  lapse.  It  is  due  to  expire  June  30,  1968. 

•  When  the  Export-Import  Bank  Extension  Bill  (H.R. 
6649,  S.  1155)  is  finally  passed,  it  is  important  that 
the  House  and  the  Congressional  conferees  sustain 
the  Senate’s  effort  to  end  the  authority  of  the  Ex¬ 
port-Import  Bank  to  finance  arms  sales  to  under¬ 
developed  nations. 

•  The  military  aid  program  and  the  loan  of  military 
vessels  to  foreign  nations  should  now  be  ended. 

Eliiiiiiiatioii  of  Artificial  Barriers 

Because  economic  and  diplomatic  barriers  between 
Communist  nations  and  the  United  States  hinder  eco¬ 
nomic  development  and  continue  to  thwart  hopes  for 
peace.  Congress  should  act  to  remove  them  by: 

•  Deleting  a  Senate  proviso  prohibiting  the  Export- 
Import  Bank  from  guaranteeing  credit  to  Com¬ 
munist  nations  and  nations  trading  with  North 
Vietnam. 

•  Allowing  goods  from  Communist  countries  to  enter 
the  United  States  under  the  same  tariffs  as  are 
applied  to  the  so-called  “free  world.” 

•  Repealing  current  restrictions  on  concessional  sales 
of  agricultural  commodities  to  Communist  countries 
or  to  countries  selling  industrial  goods  to  North 
Vietnam  or  Cuba. 

•  Supporting  universality  of  membership  in  the  UN 
and  indicating  a  willingness  to  accept  UN  seating 
of  the  Peoples’  Republic  of  China. 

Hiiniaii  Rights  at  Home 

Much  legislative  attention  should  be  focused  on  equal 
rights  and  economic  opportunity  at  home : 

•  The  Senate  began  the  Second  Session  by  taking  up 
a  House-passed  bill,  H.R.  2516,  which  would  pro¬ 
tect  citizens  trying  to  exercise  their  civil  rights. 
Provisions  should  be  added  which  would  outlaw 
discrimination  in  sale  or  rental  of  all  housing,  re¬ 
form  the  jury  system,  and  strengthen  enforcement 
authority  of  the  Equal  Opportunity  Commission. 

•  Ample  budgets  should  be  provided  for  the  anti¬ 
poverty  programs — O.E.O.,  rent  supplements,  em¬ 
ployment,  self-help  housing  and  educational  aid  to 
the  underprivileged.  On  December  14,  10  Congress¬ 
men  introduced  an  omnibus  “Full  Opportunity  Act” 
which  called  for  $30  billion  to  be  poured  into  job, 
family  allowances,  housing  and  education  programs 
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over  the  next  10  years.  This  or  some  other  com¬ 
prehensive  program  will  be  needed  if  poverty  is  to 
be  eliminated. 

•  In  any  poverty  legislation,  provisions  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  which  strengthen  the  power  of  the  poor  to 
control  their  own  destinies  by  providing  for  their 
increased  involvement  in  planning  and  execution 
of  anti-poverty  programs. 

•  The  Administration’s  Safe  Streets  and  Crime  Con¬ 
trol  Act  (H.R.  5037,  S.  917)  would  provide  $50 
million  to  help  communities  update  and  improve 
law  enforcement.  Both  bills  have  been  laden  with 
anti-riot  provisions,  but  neither  has  been  enacted. 

If  this  or  similar  legislation  is  passed,  the  focus 
should  be  on  training  professional  and  socially- 
oriented  policemen. 

•  Congress  should  support  a  comprehensive  program 
to  raise  Indian  living  standards  which  emphasizes 
the  need  to  allow  all  Indians  to  develop  their  full 
human  potential. 

Civil  Liberties 

•  In  this  war-torn  period.  Congress  has  an  obligation 
to  amend  the  Selective  Service  Act  to  provide  con¬ 
scientious  objector  status  for  selective  objectors,  to 
prohibit  the  sending  of  draftees  to  Southeast  Asia 
without  their  consent,  and  to  assure  fairer  protec¬ 
tion  for  draftees  in  general.  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy, 
Mass.,  has  introduced  a  bill  which  would  prohibit 
the  draft  laws  from  being  used  as  a  punishment  for 
either  legal  or  illegal  protest  activities  (S.  2773). 

•  Congress  should  also  work  for  abolition  of  the  death 
penalty.  The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  is  plan¬ 
ning  hearings  on  Sen.  Philip  Hart’s,  Mich.,  bill 
(S.  1760)  to  abolish  capital  punishment  for  Federal 
crimes. 

•  Strong  gun  control  legislation  should  be  enacted  as 
well.  The  Administration’s  bill  (S.  1,  H.R.  5834) 
would  prohibit  interstate  mail  order  sales  of  all  fire¬ 
arms  and  prevent  across-the-counter  sales  to  per¬ 
sons  not  living  in  the  dealer’s  state.  Both  Houses 
have  reported  the  bill  out  of  committee,  but  neither 
House  has  taken  it  up. 

•  Wiretapping  should  not  be  sanctioned.  The  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  bill  (S.  928)  would  allow  electronic 
wiretapping  and  eavesdropping  in  national  security 
cases.  A  Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  reported 
the  measure  without  recommendation  and  no  fur¬ 
ther  action  has  yet  been  taken. 

•  Congress  should  oppose  an  Administration  bill 
(H.R.  14428,  S.  2766)  to  provide  criminal  penalties 
for  persons  visiting  countries  and  areas  deemed 
“off-limits”  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

•  It  should  <lefeat  the  “Pool”  Bill  (H.R.  8)  which 
would  punish  those  attempting  to  give  medical  aid 
to  North  Vietnamese  war  victims.  The  bill  was  re¬ 
ported  out  of  the  House  Un-American  Activities 
Committee  last  May,  but  has  not  yet  reached  the 
floor. 

•  The  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee  and 
Senate  Internal  Security  Subcommittee  should  be 
abolished. 
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No  ('ui8  for  ('on^ress.  When  Congress  voted  expendi¬ 
ture  restrictions  on  Executive  agencies  last  session,  it 
refused  to  act  on  Rep.  Robert  Sikes’,  Fla.,  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  it  “take  the  same  medicine  it  wants  to  ad¬ 
minister  to  other  Government  agencies.” 

The  effect  of  the  2% -10%  cuts  imposed  on  other 
agencies  is  just  beginning  to  become  obvious.  During 
the  first  half  of  1968,  Food  for  Peace  shipments  will 
be  cut  $167  million  below  the  fiscal  1968  budget 
estimates;  the  Federal  Water  Pollution  Control  Ad¬ 
ministration  will  defer  $23.4  million  for  waste  treat¬ 
ment  grants  and  $8.3  million  for  research;  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  is  postponing  construction  of  schools 
costing  $18.1  million  and  a  $700,000  irrigation 
program. 

A  Louis  Harris  poll  released  on  January  23  indicates 
that  public  confidence  in  Congress  is  the  lowest  it  has 
been  in  five  years.  Failure  to  pass  gun  control  legisla¬ 
tion,  open  housing  measures,  and  larger  poverty  and 
cities  programs  are  the  reasons  cited  for  this  decline. 

Draft  Indictment  Denounce<l.  The  January  5  indict¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock,  Yale  Chaplain  William 
Sloane  Coffin,  and  three  others  has  been  sharply 
criticized  by  Rep.  William  Ryan,  N.Y.  The  five  men 
are  charged  with  conspiring  to  encourage  violations 
of  the  draft  law.  On  January  7,  Rep.  Ryan  issued  a 
press  release  saying:  “The  decision  to  prosecute 
prominent  opponents  of  the  war  in  Vietnam  will  be 
construed  as  a  threat  to  freedom  of  dissent  which  is 
essential  to  the  democratic  process.  It  has  not  been 
alleged  that  their  protests  constitute  a  serious  danger 
to  life,  property,  or  the  national  security.  Regardless 
of  one’s  feeling  about  the  war,  all  Americans  should 
be  alarmed  at  this  threat  to  civil  liberties.” 

.Icam‘tle  Rankin  Brigade.  The  5,000  women  who 
joined  former  Montana  Congresswoman,  Jeanette  Ran¬ 


kin,  on  January  15,  in  a  silent  march  protesting  the 
war,  were  not  allowed  to  march  onto  Capitol  grounds, 
by  virtue  of  a  1882  law  prohibiting  such  action.  The 
Brigade  took  the  matter  to  court,  hoping  eventually 
for  a  Supreme  Court  Decision  declaring  the  prohibiting 
section  of  the  law  unconstitutional.  Miss  Rankin  said 
of  the  ruling:  “There  is  no  reason  why  old  ladies 
shouldn’t  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  Capitol.” 

Sen.  Ernest  Gruening  concurred  with  her  on  January 
18.  “It  is  indeed  regrettably  a  sign  of  the  times  in 
which  we  live  .  .  .  that  this  travel  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
by  these  women  was  looked  upon  by  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  as  something  akin  to  an  invasion  of  the 
Nation’s  Capitol  by  a  hostile  and  formidable  enemy.” 

War  Protest  Taken  Directly  to  the  White  House.  Eartha 
Kitt,  a  well-known  singer,  spoke  out  against  the  war  at 
a  luncheon,  on  January  18,  with  Mrs.  Johnson  and  50 
other  women  at  the  White  House.  She  linked  urban 
disturbances  and  the  war  saying,  “You  send  the  best 
of  this  country  off  to  be  shot  and  maimed.  They  rebel 
in  the  street.  .  .  .  They  don’t  want  to  go  to  school  be¬ 
cause  they’re  going  to  be  snatched  off  from  their 
mothers  to  be  shot  in  Vietnam.” 
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